orders. The two free-living stages are the 1st instar larva and the adult male. A large number of eggs develop viviparously inside the endoparasitic, sac-like female. The 1st instar larvae crawl out to the open through the brood canal opening in the cephalothorax (the cephalothorax is extruded through the host cuticle). The free-living 1st instar larvae are either carried to the nests (in Endopterygote hosts), or wait for the hosts in the same habitat as where they emerged from the mother (in Exopterygote hosts). At the last larval instar the head and prothorax (cephalotheca) of the endoparasitic male extrude through the cuticle of the nymph or adult host and the male undergoes pupation. The female larva extrudes the cephalothorax and becomes a neotenic female. The free-living male emerges, leaving the empty puparium in the host, and mates with the neotenic female. The larvae develop viviparously within the female. The host is dramati- The system of host Segestidea novaeguineae (Brancsik) and the strepsipteran parasite Stichotrema dallatorreanum Hofeneder is a complicated one, since the parasite (especially the totally endoparasitic female) depends on the living host for its survival. Chorion peroxidase has been studied in Diptera and is considered to play a crucial role in chorion hardening via the formation of di-and trityrosine bonds. Peroxidase activity was detected in light and TEM sections of S. novaeguineae follicles and S. dallatorreanum embryos, stained with diaminobenzidine and H 2 O 2 . The endogenous fluorescence observed in the chorion may also be attributed to the presence of such bonds. Mammalian and insect peroxidase specific primers were used in PCR reactions on host and parasite genomic DNA 
